
 

                                    2019 TCBA LAW DAY SPEECH CONTEST 
 

 

This year’s topic is “Homelessness in Thurston County”, addressing competing community 

concerns including human compassion, public safety, business interests and use of public 

resources. 

 

The homelessness issue in Olympia and Thurston County is exploding.  

 

The City of Olympia calls homelessness “The most significant and urgent public concern facing 

our community.”  In the 2018 “Point in Time Census” there were counted 835 homeless 

individuals in the County, a 56 percent increase from the previous year. 

 

In July 2018 the City of Olympia declared a state of public health emergency related to 

homelessness.   Shortly after that, the Federal Court’s 9
th

 Circuit Court of Appeals held in the 

case of Martin v. City of Boise that the 8
th

 Amendment’s prohibition on cruel and unusual 

punishment bars a city from prosecuting individuals criminally for sleeping outside on public 

property when those people have no home or other shelter to go to. 

 

The City of Olympia has opened homeless “mitigation sites” described as “temporary, legal, 

camping sites that provide a level of order, safety, dignity, and cleanliness to reduce human 

suffering and the impacts of unmanaged camping on the community.”  There are also 

unmanaged camps springing up on public property downtown.   

 

There has been pushback from the downtown business community concerned about impact of 

city-sanctioned camps, and homelessness in general, on downtown businesses.  Several 

anonymous business owners hired legal counsel and took the City to Court in an attempt to block 

the mitigation site at Olympia and Franklin. That effort failed.   

 

Others have argued that the level of services provided to the homeless in Olympia is such that it 

draws individuals from other communities and states who are not doing their fair share to 

address this State and National problem.  Some communities have literally provided one-way 

plane or train tickets to the homeless to leave their communities. 

 

Some potential areas of exploration:   How should our local governments balance the dignity of 

homeless individuals with public safety, business development and available community 

resources?  Did the 9
th

 Circuit Court of Appeals reach the right decision in Martin v. City of 

Boise?  Are there other solutions that public officials, homeless advocates and private businesses 

have been missing?  

 

The speech should be approximately five to seven minutes long.  There will be a preliminary 

round on April 11, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. that will take place in Superior Court at the main Thurston 

County Courthouse.  The top four speeches will advance to a final round on April 30, 2019, at a 

West Olympia Rotary lunch from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the Viewpoint Room at the West Bay  

 



 

 

Marina.  Prize money will be awarded to the top four speeches.  The total prize money to be split 

among the winning speeches is $1,800.    

     

This speech contest is open to all students attending high school in Thurston County.  

DEADLINE:   You must notify the Thurston County Bar Association (TCBA) of your intent to 

participate in the speech contest no later than 5 p.m. on April 5, 2019. Please email your intent to 

participate with your name, grade, school, and contact information to tcba.info@gmail.com.  If 

you have any questions, please contact Heather at the TCBA at tcba.info@gmail.com. 
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